Bacteremic disease due to Haemophilus influenzae capsular type f in adults: report of five cases and review.
Five cases of bacteremic infections due to Haemophilus influenzae type f in adults are described, and previous reports of type f disease in nonpediatric patients are reviewed. Respiratory tract infections were most common in our series (two cases of pneumonia, one of epiglottitis, and one of nosocomial septicemia probably resulting from aspiration pneumonitis). All of these patients had factors predisposing them to respiratory tract infections, e.g., neurologic disease, congestive heart failure, or cigarette smoking. A fifth patient, who was bacteremic without an apparent primary focus, had dysgammaglobulinemia. Six episodes of bacteremia occurred in five patients; 11 of 13 cultures of blood obtained before parenteral antibiotic therapy were positive. All isolates were biotype I and susceptible to ampicillin. Antibiotic therapy was curative in cases of proved respiratory tract infection but failed in the setting of nosocomial septicemia, perhaps because of delayed initiation. The brevity of antibiotic treatment of the cryptogenic bacteremia permitted infection of a prosthetic vascular graft and recurrent bacteremia. Graft removal and repeated antibiotic therapy were curative.